Source of material 2 mmol (500 mg) of Co(CH3COO)2 · 4H2O crystals were dissolved in 60 ml of 333 Κ warm water. With stirring, 2 mmol (300 mg) of pure L(+)-tartaric acid were added in successive portions whereby a pink-red precipitate formed. After stirring over 1.5 h, the reaction mixture was cooled to room temperature, the solid filtered off, washed with 3 portions of 5 ml of water and dried in air. The mother liquor was concentrated to near complete dryness, the resulting solid was treated likewise and the combined crops yielded 400 mg (> 97 %) of material. Recrystallization from water at room temperature over several weeks produced good crystals used for X-ray diffraction.
Experimental details
The water Η atoms were positioned geometrically as riding on their parent atoms and refined with distance restraints of d(Ο-Η) = 0.85(3) Â and ¿(H-H) = 1.39(3) Â. All other H atoms were located in a difference Fourier map and then refined without distance restraints.
Discussion
The title compound was prepared, based on the (25,35)-tartrato(2-) ligand enantiomer, as a suitable intermediate needed in our research program focussed on metathetic enantioselective syntheses of polyfunctional materials crystallizing in pillared lattice frameworks [1] . It crystallizes in the orthorhombic space group P2i2\2 and it is, therefore, a polymorph to the reported structure with the symmetry P2i2i2i [2] isotypic to the Zn a homolog [3] 
